
 
 

 

 
DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 5, Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3 
 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE 
This past week Day Middle School had two teams compete in the annual Tenacity 
Challenge at the John Glenn Middle School in Bedford, which is an academic 
competition for Latino and African American students in urban and suburban 
Massachusetts’s middle schools.  The competition categories are leadership, math and 
literature, and from October through March, students plan and prepare projects for 
presentation to a panel of judges.   
 
For the second year, the Day Middle School teams have returned with an honor or 
recognition.  This year there were two teams from our school entered into the 
competition, the Determined Dragons, who placed first in leadership, second in 
literature and third overall, and the Day Dreamers who presented first in Literature.  
As you can imagine, the adult coaches, and of course their principal and assistant 
principal in attendance were so very proud.   

Quote of the Week 
 

“Many of life's failures are people who did not realize how close they were to 
success when they gave up.”  

 
― Thomas A. Edison 

 
“Courage doesn't always roar. Sometimes courage is the little voice at the end of 
the day that says I'll try again tomorrow.”  

 
― Mary Anne Radmacher 

 



 
That said, as we plan to celebrate and the debrief with our students, I can’t help but to 
reflect back on the name of the competition: “The Tenacity Challenge”.  Tenacity is 
something that we use a “catch word” that makes its way into inspirational quotes.  But 
tenacity in practice is quite a different thing. In the week prior to our competition, 
tenacity was demonstrated when our student competitors gave up social activities and 
lunches, found extra time for both homework and competition prep, and selflessly 
joined team members to help finish projects.  There were most certainly moments both 
last week and in the months before when students felt like giving up, and just hanging 
out with friends, or dedicating their time to their more pressing priorities such as 
studying for tests or completing school work.  The week before the competition there 
were projects yet to be finished, extra time was hard to find, and doubt began to creep 
in accompanied by some discussion about giving up.  The looks on the faces of our 
students when the were called to the stage to receive the trophies, were illustration 
enough of the importance of tenacity in the face of doubt. And yet not everyone receives 
a trophy, and there certainly were disappointed students on Saturday.   
 
As we reflect on the experience with our students we will work to help them find the 
courage to find that voice, willing them forward, and finding hope so that they show up 
every day, and push themselves to try again.  The competition could not be more aptly 
named, and in fact “tenacity” is so much more than a catch phrase, it is a mindset that 
we hope to instill in every one of our students.   
 
To see more pictures from this past weekend’s Tenacity Challenge 2019, see my Twitter 
page:  @JMannNPS 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE TENACITY TEAM FROM MS. BRENNAN  
(And coaches: Ms. Kincaid, Ms. Conrad, Ms. Lightfoot, Ms. Heffernan) 
 
Please congratulate our students on a job well done at yesterday's Tenacity Challenge 
competition. They participated with poise, passion, confidence and enthusiasm, and we 
couldn't be more proud. We placed 1st and 2nd in Literature, 1st in Leadership, and 3rd 
Overall (Literature, Leadership and Math combined).   
*  Dream Team: 
Hidaya Bukenya, Elmani DeBarros, Perla Heredia, Jalen Klett, Victoria Michaud, 
Andrew Riebe, and Jose Teixeira 
 
*  Determined Dragons: 
Tabitha Balimutenda, Shime Borten, Makayla Campbell, Marcus Davis, Steisy Herrera 
Soto, Hayden Lapa, Annyka Saint-Preux 



 
Many thanks for your support of the Tenacity Challenge program here at F. A. Day 
Middle School.  We look forward to next year! 
 
MCAS THIS WEEK 
Our spring MCAS window begins in all three grades this week, beginning with 6th grade 
tomorrow morning. Please see the schedule below.  Teachers have been working to 
familiarize students with the testing format and the online platform, and given our 
focus on skill development throughout the year, our students will be well prepared. 
 
We ask that you prioritize attendance and getting your child to school on time this 
week as make-up sessions are not as conducive to positive results for students.  Please 
make sure that your child gets a good night sleep, eats a healthy breakfast and brings 
an independent reading book to school.  It would also be helpful for you to remind your 
child that cell phones, Apple watches, and Kindles as well as all other personal 
electronic devices are not allowed in the testing environment. They must be secured in 
lockers or left with teachers.   
 
 
April 1 -2, 2019:  Grade 6 ELA MCAS 
 
April 3-4, 2019: Grade 7 ELA MCAS 
 
April 5 and 8, 2019:  Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
 
 
FORMS FOR 8th GRADE TRIP TO D.C. 
All 8th graders attending the trip to Washington D.C. will be receiving a packet of 
information tomorrow to go home.  Included in the packet is a cover letter from me 
outlining the next steps. The forms that will be included are: 
 

1. Cover letter with timeline 
2. Roommate Selection Form- due Friday, April 12th 
3. Parent/Guardian Consent Form- due Friday, April 12th 
4. Medical Form- due Friday, April 26th 

 
These forms will also be posted on the school web site, and homeroom teachers will 
have extra copies.  
 



We have tentatively scheduled a parent/guardian meeting for families attending the 
trip on Tuesday, May 14th at 6:30 p.m. in the Day auditorium.   
 
SPRING SPORTS 
The F.A. Day Middle School web site has been updated and now includes email 
addresses for the coaches of spring sports. More information about spring sports sign 
up and student information sessions will be shared on the web site following the link 
below, as well as via Twitter and this newsletter. 
 
Here is the web site link: 
 
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/athletics-general-information 
 
The Twitter sites are: 
 
@JMannNPS 
@FADayAthletics 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN INFO SESSION ON EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR FOR 
STUDENTS ON IEPs 
There will be a parent/guardian information session for parents of students on IEPs to 
offer an overview of extended school year (ESY) services, including the process for 
determining eligibility, and a general overview of programs and programming options. 
Mike Thurm, the Assistant Principal of Student Services, and Kim Skelly, Day Special 
Education Teacher will lead the session. It will take place on Wednesday, April 10th 
from 8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. in the Day Middle School cafeteria. No RSVP is required.   
 
TERM 3 
Grades close for Term 3 on 4/5/19, and Term 3 grades will be posted in the ASPEN 
Parent Portal on 4/12/19. This term teachers will be sending home a slip of paper 
asking for parents to sign indicating that they have viewed their child’s grades online. 
 
DAY INTERNATIONAL POT LUCK DINNER 
I would like to thank our wonderful Day PTO, the Day Diversity Club and particularly 
the PTO chair of the event, Manisha Trivedi, and the faculty advisors, Ms. Wong and 
Ms. Bernier, for planning such a successful International Pot Luck Dinner. It has truly 
become my favorite new Day tradition. We will continue to collaborate with the PTO on 
creating more opportunities to bring the families of the Day Community together.  
Along those lines, please save the date for our next community event at Boston Bowl. 
See below. 



 
SAVE THE DATE: BOSTON BOWL 
The 2nd Annual Boston Bowl Event co-sponsored by the Day PTO and Diversity Club is 
Saturday, May 18th. More information to follow. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM 
Each year the Day Middle School Council sponsors an event with the Day PTO in 
support of middle school parents.  Each year the Council surveys parents to determine 
the topics they are most interested in learning more about to help plan our event.  
 
This year's Day Middle School Parent Forum will be held on May 16th at 7:00 p.m.  As 
part of the event, we will identify speakers from our parent and NPS Faculty to help 
answer parent questions, share information and facilitate conversations in order to 
keep our parent community informed and support them in parenting their middle 
school students. Thank you in advance for taking just a few minutes to complete this 
brief survey. 
 
As we get closer to the May 16th event, we will send out another survey to ask parents 
to register for their specific topic of interest.  Parents will be able to participate in up to 
three conversations on that evening. 
 
If you have not done so already, we ask you help in taking this 5-minute survey by 
following the link below: 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/ZZbZTmmasY826q6z1 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  NEWTON CIVICS  NIGHT 
This year all of the Newton Middle Schools will be collaborating on a Newton Civics 
Night on May 28th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post 440 to 
display their Generation Citizens Projects. More information to follow. 
 
MCAS DATES 
The dates for our spring MCAS testing at Day have been set. Please see below: 
April 1-2:  Grade 6 ELA 
April 3-4:  Grade 7 ELA 
April 5 and 8:  Grade 8 ELA 



 
May 6 -7:  Grade 6 Math 
May 8 -9:  Grade 7 Math 
May 10 and 13:  Grade 8 Math 
 
May 16-17:  Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering 
 
 
 
YEARBOOK ORDERS 
 
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at: 
 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Use the School Code: 6669 
 
The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the cost 
increases to $35.  There will be a limited number of yearbooks available for purchase 
the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the guidance office. 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The PTO is still looking for donations to our Washington D.C. Trip Scholarship Fund. 
Please consider making a donation by following the link below: 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 
 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a 
different browser or contact the Day PTO directly. 

LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS 
Many of you have reached out to me about the last day of school and the events of the 
last week of school in order to plan for summer camps and vacations.  With this past 
week’s snow day, the last day of school is now June 18th.  This will remain the last 
day provided that there are no further snow days.  
 



Here is more information about the last week of school: 
• We have scheduled the 6th and 7th grade end of year day trips for Monday, June 

17th.  There will be more information on those day trips as we get closer to the 
date.  

• The 8th grade overnight trip to Washington, D.C. is June 11th through June 14th.   
• A group of 8th grade teachers are currently planning events for June 11th through 

June 14th for the students not attending the trip to Washington D.C. More 
information on that will follow.   

• The 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony is now scheduled for the last day of school, 
Tuesday, June 18th. It is also an early release day and dismissal will be at 11:30 
a.m. 

 
I hope this helps a bit with future planning for families. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 
 
 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
You can also access the school calendar on our web site by following the 
link below: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580 
 
April 1 -2, 2019:  Grade 6 ELA MCAS 
 
April 3-4, 2019: Grade 7 ELA MCAS 
 
April 5 and 8, 2019:  Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
 
April 10, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 



April 12, 2019: Term 3 Report Cards Available 
 
April 15 – 20, 2019:  April Vacation 
 
April 23, 2019:  Principal Coffee with Dr. Henry Turner, Principal of NNHS 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 28, 2019: Newton SERVES 
 
May 2-3, 2019:  6th Grade Musical 
 
May 6-7, 2019:  6th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8-9, 2019:  7th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8, 2019:  Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 10 and 13, 2019:  8th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 16, 2019:  School Council Parent Forum at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 16-17, 2019:  8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS 
 
May 18, 2019:  Day Families at Boston Bowl  
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m. 
 
May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 28, 2019:  Newton Civics Night 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Art School 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  



 
June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019:  Tentative Last Day of School (if no snow days) 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony (if no snow days) 
 
June 18, 2019:  Early Release at 11:30 a.m. (if no snow days) 
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
 
 
 


